
 

 

We welcome the efforts to reform America’s food aid program 
 

Feeding hungry people around the world has been a 
hallmark of America’s international commitments for 
decades.  Our generous provision of food aid and our 
nation’s leadership has helped save countless lives. 
 

As the frequency and urgency of crises have evolved, and 
as developing countries are building more capacity to 
grow food themselves, now is the time to reform our 
food aid program to reach more hungry people and to 
use our resources more effectively. 
 

All other major food aid donors provide cash, rather than 
in-kind food, to NGOs, the UN World Food Program, and 
other international organizations, so food can be 
delivered to people in need as fast and as efficiently as 
possible. 
 

A bi-partisan consensus has developed in the U.S. to 
support changes to America’s food aid program. 
President George W. Bush urged reform and proposed 
budgetary changes multiple times, including in his last 
State of the Union address and in a U.N. General 
Assembly speech. 
 

President Obama is now presenting a budget which 
advances these reforms further. If implemented, these 
proposals would enable the United States to reach 2 to 4 
million additional hungry people, improve timeliness and 
effectiveness of food aid arrivals, support developing 
country economies,  provide flexibility to food aid 
organizations, and save taxpayer dollars through new 
efficiencies in the process. 
 

We support these measures and urge their 
implementation. 
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